Dear Parents,

Welcome to one of the most incredible years your child will have in his/her school career!  First grade is an exciting time as children embark upon new adventures in the world of learning.  This is a year of important transitions, as well as one in which acquisition of new skills is accelerated.  You will be amazed at just how much your child will grow this year.  During first grade, your child will learn how to read, write stories, add, subtract, and so much more.  I hope to make your child's first grade year a fun and exciting one and I hope to instill a love of learning that will last throughout your child's years of schooling.  

For those of you whom I have not met my name Ashley Ambrosia. I grew up in the Youngstown, Ohio, which is for those of you who are wondering, is a tad closer to Pittsburgh – Go STEELERS! I currently live in Riverview with my fiancé, Scott, and my pups, Webber. I obtained my degree Early Childhood Education, double minoring in Child Psychology and Reading, at Mount Union University in Alliance, Ohio. This will be the start of my fifth year here at Apollo Beach Elementary. I have spent all my time at Apollo Beach in first grade and truly enjoy teaching this grade. It is such an adventure to see the growth they make. 
I truly believe that a child’s success is best when their parents and their teachers work as partners. Please take some time to read and discuss the parent information with your child.  You will find our classroom rules and behavior policy, homework policy and some other helpful information on my classroom procedures.  When parents understand the expectations of the school and their child's teacher they are able to support and encourage academic success in the education of their child.  
Also many of you have valuable knowledge that can be shared with our classroom. If you are interested in sharing a special skill, talent, family this tradition, ect, please let me know, as I would love to have you in the classroom!  If you would like to volunteer whether it be in the class, at home, or through PTA events please be sure to fill out the volunteer form sent home from the office.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at school. Thank you for sharing your child with me year.  

Sincerely, 

Ashley Ambrosia

Ashley.Ambrosia@sdhc.k12.fl.us 
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Throughout the school day, every minute and moment is precious! I want your child to make the most of their education. Therefore, unfortunately while unpacking, I do not have the luxury to check through small pockets and backpacks for notes, lunch money, etc.  So, we will use the agenda and communication folder provided by the school as our main means for communication.  Your child will also have a homework folder.
The communication folder will be used for school notices, important letters and flyers, as well as scholastic orders.  Please check and empty the folder every THURSDAY. Send it back with only completed forms that I need.  If we have any messages for one another those will be recorded in the agenda. Please initial the agenda each night, so I know you saw it. I will do the same.   
The homework folder will go home on Monday and should be returned completed on Friday. On the left side will be old completed work that can be LEFT at home and on the right will be the new homework for the week should be brought RIGHT back. 

Also, with our new schedule we do not have a minute to waste, so I highly encourage you not to walk your child into the classroom everyday. Allowing them to come in and prepare for the day not only promotes independence but helps sent a tone for the day.  Please try to say your goodbyes at the door so we can promptly start our day. 
Lunch Money!
Please place your child’s lunch money in a sealed envelope with your child’s name, lunch number, and amount of money written on the outside.  If you are sending in a check your child’s lunch number must be written on the memo line. Please also try to take advantage of adding funds via the school website. This is a great way to make sure the money is getting to the cafeteria and you can even monitor what snacks your child is purchasing.  

Also please take the time to discuss good snack choices with your child. Too many times I have seen a child leave snack cart with a pint of ice cream, a popsicle, bag of chips, and giant pickle and then call that their lunch. We have an early lunch and the sugar crash that follows that can make for an unproductive day. 

[image: image25.wmf]

            
[image: image2.wmf]            
             
[image: image3.wmf]
Birthday Celebrations!

My take on Birthday Celebrations is quite simple - if you would like to bring in a snack with juice boxes that is perfectly fine with me. But please, keep the snack simple, as we are not throwing a birthday party in the classroom, but rather enjoying it along with our lunches in the cafeteria. 


As for the children who have “Summer Birthdays” – I would like to celebrate their, “Half Birthdays” during the year. A week before your child’s “Half Birthday” I will send you a notice stating that their celebration day will be arriving shortly. 
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Snack and Water!

We will not be eating snack in the classroom. Lunch is served at 10:30 so please be sure your child eats a good breakfast and has a snack for wherever they go after school. If you child has a special need that I need to be aware of please let me know. Students are however allowed to have a bottle of water on their desk. Please be sure it water and not juice or milk, as those types of spills are much more of a problem to clean up. 
Homework Policy!

1. Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday but is not due until Friday.
2. Please do not send homework back until Friday – I will not be checking work until Friday. My reasoning for this is because many families have more than 1 child. Some nights might be piano lessons, dances, football practice, etc. I will assign work for specific nights based on a pacing guide – you do not have to strictly follow that guide. Have your child complete the work on a schedule that works for you. ☺

3. [image: image22.wmf]Parental guidance is appreciated; however, homework should be a true reflection of your child’s effort.

4. Homework should take 15 – 30 minutes each night.

a. 15 minutes doing review activities from class

b. 15 minutes reading with a family member

Rules, Consequences, and Behavior Chart!

My rules are simple and created as  umbrella statements to encompass many types of misbehavior.  They are:

1. Respect Classmates and other Students

2. Respect Teachers and other Adults

3. Respect Materials and School Property

4. Respect Yourself

As for consequences, I really believe that misbehavior provides opportunities to learn and that each consequence should match the infraction, therefore I don’t have a set consequences for each color on our behavior chart. Instead it is set up as follows:

· Blue: Outstanding Wise Learner – this is a spot designated for a student who was already on green and did something above and beyond to promote good behavior and learning. When a student visits this color they will receive a positive incentive.

· Green: Ready to Learn – This is where every student starts the day and the expectation for good behavior that maintains a safe, learning environment. 

· Yellow: Time to Think – This is the first place a student moves in most cases of misbehavior, it is used as a warning, to help the student correct misbehavior and get on the right track. Please beware this is strictly a warning space. There is no consequence attached to – it is meant to get the student back on track.
· Orange: Teacher Choice – A student would move here if the misbehavior is repeated. The consequence will be determined by the student and I based on the infraction.

· Red: Parent Contact – If a student continues misbehavior after being moved to orange they will come to red and parents will be contacted via email, phone call, or note in the agenda.

Please be aware it is at my discretion to move a child’s clip to a color. Although it is preferred to move from color to color there may be times where I ask a student to skip colors due to severity of the infraction. I try to run this system as fairly and nonjudgmentally as possible. However, if at any time you disagree with the choice I have made or feel I am treating your child unfair, please let me know and we can discuss the choice I made and why I made it. I am always open to hearing your opinions and feedback. 
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Wish List!
“With help, all things are possible!”
Listed below are some items we could use for our classroom throughout the school year.  Please feel free to donate any of these items to our class at any time.  Your assistance is kindly appreciated and would be of great help to our class.  Keep in mind that this is our "wish list" and not a required supply list.
· Construction Paper 

· Tape (scotch and box) 

· Washable Tempera Paint 

· 8 ½ x 11 White Copy Paper 

· Chart Paper Pads
· Small new or gently used toys or candy for the treasure box 

· Clorox Disinfecting Wipes & 409 Antibacterial Kitchen Spray
· Gift Certificates to Purchase Supplies (Office Depot, Target, Wal-Mart, Amazon.com) 
· Old Magazines (Kid Appropriate)
· Film Containers

· Unwanted books, games, puzzles

· Unwanted Music CD's - classical music, educational songs, kids songs, holiday music, Halloween music, sing alongs etc.
· Any left over Craft Materials

Thank you so much!
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Unity
By Cleo V. Swarat

I dreamed I stood in a studio
And watched two sculptors there,
The clay they used was a young child’s mind
And they fashioned it with care.

One was a teacher:
the tools she used were books and music and art;
One was a parent
With a guiding hand and gentle loving heart.

And when at last their work was done,
They were proud of what they had wrought.
For the things they had worked into the child
Could never be sold or bought!

And each agreed she would have failed
if she had worked alone.
For behind the parent stood the school, 
and behind the teacher stood the home!

